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The Cresset

September Issue 455
Welcome to the November issue of your magazine and to a packed
magazine with information and articles to read.

This month is noted for several things. 5th November always means
fireworks and bonfires, but they often spread that date over several days,
depending on which day of the week the 5th falls. This year it falls on a
Sunday so that weekend should see a few days of activity.

As always there are cautions to be made and Mike White has a few pointers to make in
his regular fire protection article on page 25. Do have fun but be careful. 

November also sees the principal date in The Royal British Legion calendar. Full details
are on page 33 of the official events. However if you want a more social event to support
the commemorative calendar, then I see there is a dinner at the Club with proceeds going to
the Poppy appeal and also a race night. All are welcome. Commemoration obviously does
not always need to be sombre. It just needs to be thoughtful.

Our cover this month reminds us of two things. One is the fact that we have our own
history on our doorstep which is maintained and displayed by the Bottisham Airfield
Museum Group. Our cover photograph was taken at their recent open day. The second is
the contribution that our American friends made to our own safety in the Second World War,
flying fighter planes from RAF Bottisham from the field on the other side of the A1303.
Their leader who gave the ultimate sacrifice is remembered in the street address bearing his
name, ‘Thomas Christian Way’.

This month we have the opportunity to have a direct input into the decisions that our
Parish Council want to make about play areas in Bottisham. You will have received with
your Cresset magazine this month, a Questionnaire about play areas and their need. 

We don’t normally carry ‘flyers’ in the magazine, as it can sometimes feel as if we are
delivering more junk mail, but this is important. The PC would like to know your views and
want to make the right decisions for us all. Do take time to read it and make your
contribution. Details are on the leaflet.

While mentioning the Parish Council, their notes highlight the issue of parking at the
triangle and there are some views expressed by readers as to the pros and cons of any
changes there.

It must be said that if everyone played by the rules and were not so selfish, we would all
be better off. Unfortunately there are elements of society nowadays who seem to say “I’ll
do what I want and what the **** can you do about it”. Sad but true.  It is not a Bottisham
problem alone, but a society issue.

Other items in the magazine include the monthly listing of the activities put on by
‘Cambridge, Past, Present and Future. Every month a full programme of events which are
well worth a look.

Paddy James fills the page with useful information about all forms of public transport
locally and internationally.

The village college lists their adult classes for the winter season with something for
everyone.

(continued on page 2.)
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(continued from page 1.)

Sports nut gives an entertaining look at lots of sports and there is a following article about
our own local football enthusiasts in the Bottisham Youth Football.

Tony Jolley puts into words, once again, the thoughts that many people have but fail to
express, or feel they can, for fear of being ‘the odd one out’, when actually if we all shout
at once, the message might get through. 
Now a special highlight...
Looking ahead, the WI on page 41, showcase their idea for their centenary year in 2018.
I urge you to read this and to read between the obvious lines.
If ever there was an opportunity for this village, our village to get together and display

their pride in where they live and what we are, then this is it. 
It only takes an event like this to change the way we think about how we as a village

interact with each other. Do we want to slide inexorably into a ghost of ourselves and
become the dormitory shell that many villages have become, or do we want to feel part of
and to own our own identity, heritage and social wellbeing?

It would be great to see this event take off and become a major event. It needs to start
somewhere and the early planning stage is where it can take off. Do give it some serious
thought. If you are involved in any of the activities in the village, think about not only how
this event could benefit your organisation, but also how your organisation could contribute
to the overall success of the event and to build that social benefit.
From little acorns, great oak trees grow.

Have you

thought of

advertising

locally?

YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
This space could be yours
at very reasonable rates,
both long term (cheaper) or

short
Email the Editor for details:
BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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The Cresset needs a volunteer in
Lysander Close.
We are looking for a
volunteer who is willing
to deliver the Cresset
magazine to the houses
in Lysander Close.
The 24 copies will be
delivered to you, all you have to do
on a monthly basis is deliver one to
each house.
At times when this is not convenient
a reserve person will do the delivery
for you, so you are not committing
yourself to every month. 
If you are interested please contact
me, Ian Cole on 01223 812573.

November 2017
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Volunteer work party day - hedge laying at Coton Reserve. CB23 7PZ Wednesday.
1 November: 10am-3pm Enjoy learning this ancient practice to produce a thick living
barrier and wildlife ‘corridor’. Wear warm, waterproof clothing and tough shoes, bring a
packed lunch and drink. No need to book. Meet at car park notice board. All instruction,
equipment and tools provided. Free event but donations always appreciated. All welcome.

Nordic Walking at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Wednesday 1, 15, 29 November: 1pm, 2pm,
3pm start Get into the rhythm and enhance your wellbeing and fitness with this friendly
walking group led by instructor Oliver Glynn. Three levels: 1pm start for those with
restricted mobility, 2pm for healthy lifestyle speed, 3pm total beginners. Poles can be
borrowed free of charge if required. Restricted mobility and healthy lifestyle walks free of
charge, £15 per hour for total beginners. Contact Oliver on 07947 835522 or email:
info@nordicwellbeing.co.uk

Healthy Walking at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Every Thursday: 10am or 10.30am-11am
Join our healthy walkers for a Walking for Health accredited sociable walk around the park.
Meet at the Stable Rooms at 10am for a longer walk or 10.30am for a shorter stroll. All
abilities welcome. Free of charge, no need to book, please arrive 10 minutes early to register
if it’s your first time. Donations towards the upkeep of the park are always welcome. 

Volunteer work party day - coppicing at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Wednesday
15 November: 10am-3pm Learn this ancient technique which rejuvenates trees and
increases biodiversity. Wear warm, waterproof clothing and tough shoes, bring a packed
lunch and drink. No need to book. Meet at Wandlebury car park notice board. All instruction,
equipment and tools provided. Free event but donations are always appreciated. All
welcome.

Outdoor Craft and Storytelling for children at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Wednesday. 15
Nov. 10.30am to 11.30am Vital Spark Theatre is a Cambridgeshire-based company. This
monthly event, perfect for pre-schoolers and children up to the age of six, provides fun
adventures in nature craft and storytelling. Meet at the stable rooms. Time will be spent
outside regardless of weather so please dress appropriately. Booking essential. £8 per family
(up to three children and £3 per additional child).  Children must remain accompanied
Booking: email Katherine@vitalsparktheatre. 

Theatre with insitu at The Leper Chapel CB5 8JJ  Friday 17 to Sunday 19 November:
8.00pm in situ's latest performance features Richard Spaul telling one of the greatest short
stories of all time: The Demon Lover - Elizabeth Bowen's tale of guilt and retribution, as
well as Saki's Gabriel-Ernest, and a version of Beatrix Potter’s Tale of Jemima Puddleduck
as you’ve never heard it before! Tickets £12 (£10 concessions), available here:
www.insitu.co.uk or on the night from 7.30pm. Dress warmly. 

Volunteer work party day: orchard pruning at Coton Reserve. CB23 7PZ Wednesday.
29 Nov. 10am-3pm Enjoy fresh air and exercise at Coton Reserve, as you help to cut out
damaged or diseased wood from our fruit trees and encourage healthy new growth. Wear
warm, waterproof clothing and tough shoes, and bring a packed lunch and drink. No need to
book. Meet at Martin car park notice board. All instruction, equipment and tools provided.
This is a free event but donations are always appreciated.
For information and booking email: admin@cambridgeppf.org, call 01223 243830

extension 207 or visit www.cambridgeppf.org/whats-on

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future
-  A colourful month of activities 
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Services in Holy Trinity Bottisham in November

Wednesday 1st 8pm Compline by Candlelight led by Dr Sarah Maxwell
Sunday 5th 11am Holy Communion Revd Professor Gina Radford
Sunday 12th REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

10.50am Remembrance Service Revd Sue Giles
Sunday 19th 8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Revd Sue Giles

11am Morning Prayer Revd Professor Gina Radford
Sunday 26th No service in Bottisham

8am Holy Communion in Swaffham Prior
10am Benefice All-Age Service in Lode

The Remembrance Sunday service is the main Remembrance service, with the associated
Royal British Legion parade, for Bottisham, Lode and Quy. For details of the parade see the
RBL page in this issue. Benefice services are services shared by the five churches in the
Anglesey Group (Bottisham, Lode, Quy, Swaffham Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior). Details
of these services can also be found on the Bottisham pages of the Anglesey website
(angleseygroupparishes.co.uk). Any late changes in times or places of services will be given
there, along with details of any funerals or weddings in Holy Trinity

We were entertained by Pat and Roy at our September Harvest Supper meeting. A
ploughman’s meal with cheese and paté was served and then we enjoyed listening to Pat who
did the majority of the singing with songs from the Shows covering the last few decades. She
was accompanied by Roy on his guitar and he sang a few numbers too.

As part of our centenary celebrations and our involvement with Bottisham Primary School
we held an assembly for 3rd to 6th year pupils explaining the history and aims of the WI and
showing what we do both at our meetings and our other interests. We have celebrated special
birthdays in the past with making wall hangings for Queens Court and the Bottisham Surgery
and we will now be working with several pupils over the next few weeks in making one for
the School.

We have once again filled shoeboxes for Children in Need under the Operation Shoebox
Scheme and will be sending 30 boxes this year. We could have filled more but as we are
expected to send £3 per box to cover delivery expenses we decided quality not quantity was best.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 21st November when Alison Giles will be
speaking/demonstrating Molly Dancing. The meeting will be at Queens Court at 7.30pm. 

Visitors and new members are very welcome to come and join us
Sylvia Overton 811792 

Bottisham WI

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 November. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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RENEW Church is blessed to be placed where it is, and have people from Bottisham, Lode, the
Swaffhams, Quy, Burwell, the Wilbrahams and Reach make up our church family. As minister, I
feel blessed every day to be part of the community where I live and where I worship. I was
considering recently how as a church family we could be a blessing to our communities, and so
I have an idea to ‘put out there’ to see if it reflects a need.

We would like to offer Christmas Dinner, on Christmas Day, in Bottisham Community
Primary School hall, to anyone from our villages who will be alone, and would appreciate a meal
and company. I hope to also be able to arrange transport where needed. There will be no cost to
our guests, it would be our honour and privilege to share Christmas dinner with you.

I know how difficult it is to accept an invitation sometimes, and to admit to maybe being lonely,
but I urge you, if you would appreciate this provision, please contact me on 01223 812558 / 07896
000796 / or alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk; we would love to set a place for you at the table.
Research suggests there are millions of people in the UK who will be alone and feeling lonely
over the Christmas season, RENEW church would like to make a small dent in that statistic by at
least giving the opportunity for people in our villages to enjoy hospitality on Christmas Day. 

By the way, just in case you’re wondering, there’s no hidden agenda here, we will not bash you
with any Bibles, sign you up for any courses, bombard you with many questions. We are doing
this because we are blessed, we have experienced the goodness of God in our lives, and in
following Jesus, He tells us to love and care for others. We do care. That’s our motivation, but if
you join us on the day, all you will experience is a lovely Christmas dinner with new friends, and
maybe some folk you know as well.

For planning purposes we need to have an idea of numbers by Friday 17th November.
Before I go, here’s my new favourite Christmas Cracker joke:
What’s the best gift you could possibly buy someone for Christmas?
A broken drum... you just can’t beat it!
May you know God’s blessings today, Revd. Alan Brand

RENEW Church Services in November 2017.
We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services.
A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome.
Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10 am.

Sunday 5th November. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 12th November. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)  

Followed by shared lunch 
Sunday 12th November. Evening Worship. 6.20pm (at Lode Chapel)
Sunday 19th. November. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 26th November. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 26th November. Evening Worship. 6.20pm  (at Lode Chapel)

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk 
Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 

RENEW Church
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SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck
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Remember, Remember the 5th of November...
If ever you need a prime example of ‘any excuse for a
party’, Bonfire Night must take the biscuit. After all, we
make an effigy of a man, put it on a big bonfire and burn it,
and gather round to celebrate the whole thing in an
atmosphere of fun and frivolity.  Now don’t worry, you’ll
get no killjoy ‘We shouldn’t be doing this’ grumbles from
me. In all my years from innocent childhood to grumpy old
man I’ve enjoyed the fun and fireworks, and whilst I knew of
its origins, I’ve never had any difficulty separating the party
from its past. That said, the history of Bonfire Night is highly
religious so a brief look at it, here in the ‘God slot’, might be
in order. 

It all started with an act of terrorism. That word didn’t exist
in 1605, and neither did Semtex or C4. So for ‘terrorism’ read
‘Gunpowder Plot’ and for ‘explosive vest’ read ‘36 barrels of
gunpowder’. The plot was to blow up Parliament while the
King (James I) was there for the State Opening - thus taking out
the top layer of English government in one fell swoop. The
conspirators were Catholics and the King was Protestant, at a time in our history when this
mattered to a degree almost unimaginable to us today. 

But the government received an anonymous tip-off. The terrorist attack was thwarted, and
the conspirators arrested. The best-known was Guy Fawkes. He wasn’t the leader; he was
(so to speak) the ‘radicalised jihadist’ - the bomber caught red-handed guarding the 36
barrels in the basement of the House of Lords. 

Today’s ‘Guy on the bonfire’ might lead us to imagine that Fawkes and the others were
burnt at the stake - but no, actually they were hung, drawn and quartered. Aren’t you glad we
don’t have to re-enact that on the school field on November 5th? (The nearest we get is when
some of the stuffing falls out of the guy’s waistcoat!) And it’s as well that we don’t delve into
the real identity of the guy; it was in fact the Pope. It is a vestige of 17th century anti-Catholic
sentiment, but a cause for embarrassment for Christians today. That sentiment was
institutionalised in the passing of a law making November 5 an obligatory day of national
observance and adding a special service to the Prayer Book, complete with its own special
prayer thanking God for his miraculous preservation ‘from the secret contrivance and hellish
malice of Popish conspirators’ (picture). These measures survived until the mid 19th century.

Christianity doesn’t have a ‘jihad’ peg on which terrorists can hang their murderous hats,
yet murderous acts and hatred have still blemished its history - clear evidence that perversity
lies universally in the human heart. The best antidote is the sort of personal relationship with
Jesus Christ in which we each strive to follow his example – and it’s impossible to imagine
him wearing a suicide vest or being the point man with 36 barrels of murderous gunpowder.

Mike Procter (LLM) - Anglesey Group of  Churches
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free Estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK
M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 
07824 727277 or 01638 662760

EMAIL
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK

WEBSITE
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -
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Parish Notes
Parish Council has been looking into the possibility of providing extra parking near the
‘triangle’ area of the shops for the last couple of years.  A County Council Highways Engineer
came out and advised that the best option was for a lay-by to be installed.  This was talked about
in the Cresset in June and July.  No further progress other than securing funding for the project
has taken place so far.  We welcomed residents to the October meeting, many of whom had
come to protest about the scheme. Since the meeting we have had several residents contact us
who are not opposed to the scheme which makes it a very difficult decision for the Parish
Council who are only looking into this in the first place after complaints from residents
about parking.   

Parking on the double yellow lines outside The Bell and other inconsiderate parking makes
the situation much worse.  We have spoken many times to our PCSO regarding this but
unfortunately the Police do not have the manpower to provide a PCSO to our village as much
as we would like.  Councillor Jolley has spoken to our local MP Lucy Frazer and asked her to
research the powers that a Parish Council has to enforce parking restrictions. House of
Commons staff found that some legislation exists which all Councils signed up to apart from
12 including East Cambs District Council. Our MP is writing to ECDC to see if they would be
prepared to sign up as this would enable villages to employ traffic wardens to enforce an
offence of illegal parking.  Our County Councillor Mathew Shuter who was at the meeting
pointed out that everyone needed to take more responsibility for enforcing parking to make it
work and the village safer.  Everyone has a responsibility to speak to people they see parking
on the double yellow lines.  

Some good news from our County Councillor. He reports that the County Council have
secured funding of £1.3M from central government to make improvements to the A1303 which
was one of the 50 most dangerous roads in the country (yes that is country, not county!).  They
will need to liaise with other villages including Quy and Swaffham Bulbeck and once proposals
are made there will have to be a consultation. C/Cllr Shuter has asked the Highways
Department for a list of suggestions for improvements that can be taken forward for
consultation.  C/Cllr Shuter is particularly concerned about people from the village crossing the
road to reach the bus stop and the museum and wants speed restrictions between the 2 junctions
entering Bottisham.  Speed cameras will also be considered.

It was also confirmed that there will be no cuts to winter gritting of the roads and the routes
will remain the same as last year.  

We have written to Bloor Homes regarding the open space at the entrance to Lysander Close
and the footpath there which is not complete.  Although provided the footpath does not link
with the footpath through Ancient Meadows.  We await a reply.   

Please look out for your questionnaire which will be delivered with next months Cresset.
This is concerning future play areas for the village and is a topic that comes up very often.  To
move forward on this we really need a high return rate so please do take the time to fill it in.
These can be returned to the Parish Clerk at 26 Peacock Drive or the Village Shop or the British
Legion who both have a box for you to put them in. The closing date for return of the
questionnaires is Wednesday 22nd November.  Hopefully this will give us a clear indication as
to what the village wants for the future and we will update you on any further plans.

Claire Fullwood - Parish Clerk
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837358550
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17/01591/FUL First Copy Ltd, 187 High Street, Additional offices - resubmission of
12/00188/FUL NEW APPLICATION

17/01216/FUL Land at Bell Road (rear of Public House), Construction of a 3 bedroom dwelling
house with car parking, cycle and refuse storage. Demolition of sheds and fences to rear of
public house to create 10 additional parking spaces and a new amenity area with a new
vehicular access.  Reduce boundary wall along Bell Road to reduce height from 1.1M to
0.6M. APPLICATION APPROVED BY ECDC

17/00454/FUL Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane, Variation of Condition 1 (approved plans)
of previously approved 17/00454/FUL for construction of swimming pool changing
room/garden room to be built of brick under a slate roof. APPLICATION APPROVED BY
DISTRICT COUNCIL

17/01293/FUL 113 Lode Road, Demolish existing conservatory plus outbuilding and erect
single storey rear extension. APPLICATION APPROVED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL

17/01400/FUL 1 Beechwood Avenue. Construction of a new detached garage following
demolition of existing outbuilding, extend roof over existing porch and new roof light in
dining room APPLICATION APPROVED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Planning Notes

Winter weather can be seriously bad for our health. Being cold can aggravate existing
conditions and raise the risk of increased blood pressure, heart attacks and strokes. However,

there are lots of things you can do to stay well this winter.
• Get expert advice from your pharmacist If you start to feel unwell, even if it's a cough or a cold,

don't wait until it gets more serious. Seek advice on the best treatment from your local pharmacist.
• Make sure you get your free flu jab Flu is a highly contagious and can cause serious

complications for at risk groups. Adults over 65; those with long-term health conditions;
children aged two to eight; carers and pregnant women may all be eligible for a free flu
vaccination - ask your GP practice today.

• Stock up your medicine cabinetA well-stocked medicine cabinet can help you treat common
winter ailments such as coughs, colds, sore throats and sickness bugs at home and will save you
going out if you feel unwell.  Ask your pharmacist about essential medicines to keep at home.

• Keep warm Keeping warm, both inside and outdoors, over the winter months can help to
prevent colds, flu and more serious health problems such as heart attacks, strokes, pneumonia
and depression.

• Get the right help Make sure you’re receiving all the help you are entitled to. Learn how to
make your home more energy efficient and take advantage of financial schemes to keep up
with energy bills. Visit www.nhs.uk/Livewell/winterhealth/Pages/KeepWarmKeepWell
for details.
For further information on staying well this winter visit www.nhs.uk/staywell

Stay Well This Winter
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:

• Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume
jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics •
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass
• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid.
Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194

WANTED

ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 
& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis
Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level
Karin Hulme 812669
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As congestion in our cities including Cambridge continues, it is important to look at ways to
speed up our travel.  South Cambridgeshire District Council plans to spend £50,000 on a
study on providing better rural bus services particularly for villages where few buses run
regularly.  They hope to give people an alternative to using cars.  There has been a Bus
Services Act 2017 which means areas with an elected mayor such as Cambridgeshire could
consider franchising.  Routes can be put out to tender.  The withdrawal of Whippet services
caused many people problems but other small companies have taken on some of these, as I
reported last month.  I repeat my mantra of ‘use it or lose it’.   Intrigued by all the moaning
about Eddington, the new West Cambridge village being built by Cambridge University, I
caught the new Whippet U bus from Silver Street to Eddington. It leaves from the Rosie
Hospital and goes via Addenbrooke’s Out Patients to the Station and via Brooklands Avenue
to Silver St. and onwards to Eddington via the University Library and Grange Road.  Its final
stop is at the Eddington large Sainsbury’s and is adjacent to Madingley Rd. Park and Ride.
It runs every 15 minutes.  Amongst the Cambridge bid leaflets available in the Grand Arcade
and elsewhere is one on transport in Cambridge and it has several useful links listed.   
www.stagecoachbus.com/east     www.stagecoachsmart.com or
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/buses  
This latter one mentions the Multibus ticket - this is not available on routes A,B,C,D,R,

the X5 or the 11 between Newmarket and Bury St. Edmunds.  Traveline is also mentioned.
Stagecoach offer several special tickets which are displayed in and on their buses and also
on their website.  These are useful if you are  regular traveller.  Trains also offer special fares
especially if you book in advance - Greater Anglia offers a one way price of £7 to London
from Cambridge booked on-line or via the app. greateranglia.co.uk. They also offer
GoGroupSave if there are 3-9 of you travelling off-peak and you don’t need to book in
advance - just turn up ask for GroupSave and go.  This is in a booklet they produce called
Discover East Anglia by Train, available at Newmarket Library along with other useful
travel leaflets.  There are Senior Railcards and if you use a hearing aid you can qualify for a
Disabled Persons Railcard with anyone travelling with you being nominated as your carer
and also qualifying for generous terms.  You need to produce your hearing aid battery book.

Eurostar is also offering great railway trips in Europe - avoid the airport crowds they say
- and, I add, also the recent  Monarch/Ryanair problems!  Amsterdam, Namur, Bordeaux,
Bruges, Maastricht, Strasbourg, Poitiers, Paris are listed.  Nenta traintours suggests joining
them for the day on the 9th December for a pre-Christmas Day Trip by Special InterCity train
to York for the St. Nicholas Fayre, Castle Howard, Durham for their Christmas Festival or
Xmas at Beamish or Newcastle.  Book by post or telephone 01692 406152.

There is much promised by Greater Anglia on improving the service they offer. They are
investing £1.4 billion on 169 new trains in addition to the 111 trains to be built by
Bombardier and a further 58 trains to be built by the Swiss company Stadler.  They hope to
increase the morning peak capacity by 55 per cent when these trains are introduced.  There
has been an online consultation as to what travellers want to see in these new trains.  Mike
Kean, their deputy managing director, says they have put a lot of effort into the design - good
air conditioning, plugs, USB ports, thick and comfy seats, no tables but seat back tables to
help with peoples’ use of tablets.  They have built a mock-up which they say is better than
just looking at the design on paper.  They have been able to increase the number of seats.  A

Public Transport Matters

continued on page 21
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service by Govia Thameslink (GTR) is to be introduced on the Cambridge to King’s Cross
Line from May 2018 as part of a £7 billion improvement scheme.  The new Class 700 trains
are being  built in Germany and are part of the Government sponsored Thameslink
Programme which will see Cambridge directly linked to central London, Gatwick Airport
and beyond, travelling as far south as Brighton. The trains are already in use in London but
will soon be extended north and serve Cambridgeshire commuters.  They will have 8 or 12
carriages - a full 12 coach train can hold up to 1,700 passengers.  It is apparently like a bendy
bus and you can see all the way down - they say it feels more like a London tube train.  It is
important to keep trains running and Network Rail is investing in equipment to solve the
perennial problem of ‘leaves on the line’.  They have successfully piloted cutting-edge anti-
slip wheel technology.  Wheel Slide Protection (WSP) will now be rolled out to Greater
Anglia’s new fleet of 256 Class trains which run from Cambridge to Liverpool Street.  Trains
have been fitted with a monitoring system that reports when and where a train experiences
slipping.  Six rail-head treatment trains run during the autumn season to clean the rails and
add a layer of sand-like substance to improve grip. However, Network Rail has been stripped
of its monopoly to upgrade the railway and some major projects have been opened to
competition says the Dept. for Transport.

India is starting work on building a bullet train capable of speeds of up to 220 miles per
hour.  The project includes a 4-mile tunnel under the Indian Ocean near Mumbai and will
link Mumbai with Ahmedabad cutting the journey time from 8 hours to three.  It is being
financed largely by a loan from Tokyo.   

Rail info: 08457 484950    Traveline: 0871 2002233
Happy travelling! Paddy James

continued from page 19

Bottisham Village College 

ADULT LEARNING
Are you interested in learning something new?

Our full range of courses for the Autumn is now available and you can
enrol at any time by visiting our website
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning

NEW COURSES INCLUDE:
Maths and English GCSEs for Adults / Creating Glass Jewellery / Felt Making

Engaging in Contemporary Art / Garden Design – an Introduction
Gentle Keep Fit (daytime) / Italian Cuisine / Managing Life and Work Changes

Singing for Fun / Woodwork and DIY Skills for Beginners

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:
Effortless Make-up and Day to Evening Make-up / Glass Christmas Decorations

Illustration for Beginners / Introduction to Creative Writing / Mindfulness
Paediatric First Aid (2 days) / Willow and Rush Christmas Decorations

www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org

Facebook: BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott
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D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW
COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS

Family run business for 40 years
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost

TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 - Kevin Crisp; 07523044521 
Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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FIREWORKS and bonfire night can be plenty of fun for all of the family to enjoy and
going to an organised firework display instead of holding one at home can be a great and
safe way of supporting your local community. However, if you plan on using fireworks or
lighting a bonfire at your own home, please ensure that you consider the following
safety advice:

Fireworks:
• Buy only fireworks marked BS 7114
• Light fireworks at arm’s length using a taper, stand well back and never go back to a

lit firework
• Never throw fireworks or put them into your pockets or clothing
• Light sparklers one at a time wearing gloves, and place used sparklers in a bucket of water
• Never give sparklers to children under five
• It is illegal to sell fireworks to someone under the age of 18 or to light fireworks in a

public place
• Always consider animals and wildlife nearby when holding a firework display. 
• For more information on Firework Safety, please visit: www.hse.gov.uk

Bonfires:
• Do not light bonfires in unsuitable weather conditions, particularly when it is windy 
• Always consider the location of a bonfire or firework display, smoke drifting near or on

to surrounding roads can have devastating consequences 
• Build bonfires well clear of buildings, garden sheds, fences and hedges
• Do not leave bonfires unattended. Keep a bucket of water or a hosepipe handy just

in case
• Never use flammable liquids to start the fire
• Never burn dangerous rubbish such as aerosols, paint, foam furniture, rubber tyres,

batteries, plastics, etc
• Before you light the bonfire, check that children and animals are not hiding inside and

are a safe distance away.

And, please remember to continue the habit that you all have now acquired! Test your
smoke detectors Regularly! Also, please be aware of neighbours and friends who may not
be as ‘safety aware’ and assist where possible. 

Michael White

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk.
Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.
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• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed
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Bottisham & District Gardening Club

Our September speaker was Zsuzsanna Serer, talking about Tropical Plants. Zsuzsanna is a
Hungarian with a lifelong interest in gardening/horticulture. She came here to study and for
fun grew a variety of plants which eventually outgrew her home so she sold the spare plants
to get rid of them. She found a huge market for tropical plants and set up an online business
three years ago.

So what are tropical plants? They include potatoes, tomatoes, chillies, cucumbers, spices,
as well as those more well-known to us – Birds of Paradise, orchids etc. The tea plant
(camellia) is a tropical plant and she advised drinking loose tea for better quality rather than
the dust - her words - in tea bags. Aloe Vera, which many of us have, is a medicinal tropical
plant. To use externally, split longwise and apply the juice to cuts and burns. It is always
cool inside and it creates a layer on the skin to allow it to heal. I have a lot of aloes in the
greenhouse and I will be bringing them to the November meeting to share with members.

Orchids became very popular in the 1980s. They take five years to grow to full size and
don’t like to be too humid. She feeds her plants with normal tomato feed. To water orchids
(and I will now be doing this), dunk the pot in rainwater, count to 10, drain and leave for
seven days before watering again. This was a fascinating talk with many tips for us to follow.

We will have had our Annual General Meeting by the time you read this. It has been a
successful year for us, our membership numbers are good and we have had an interesting
programme of speakers and outings. But we have a problem. I am happy to continue running
the Plant Stall and the Annual Village Show and will remain a committee member, but to
reduce my workload I will be standing down from the post of Secretary. So far we have had
no success in finding a replacement. The club cannot continue without a Chairman, Treasurer
and Secretary and the fear is that without a full complement of officers to run the club it will
fold (as has happened to another club in the district). What we are asking is not too onerous
- someone to do the agendas and minutes for our quarterly meetings, that’s all. If you feel
you can help, please let us know. If you would like to discuss this further, please have a word
with any committee member or contact me on the number below.

DIARY DATES
28 November: Your and My Need for Plants, Robert Brett, Curator of Hyde Hall, RHS
gardens.
19 December: Christmas Social. Talk on Iceland, Sweden and Norway by Sylvia and
John Overton, followed by mulled wine and mince pies.

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary
Tel: 01223 811072 - Email home@mclaughlin34.plus.com

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 November. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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With reference to “Parish Notes” in the September issue of the Cresset.
My concern is with the report of the County Councillor to the Parish Council which

addresses the regular flooding of Lode Road in heavy rain. The main elements of this report
are:  “it’s a problem not easily solved”; “draining under the road was inadequate for the type
of rain we get nowadays i.e. usual months (sic) rainfall in one day” ; “size of pipe which takes
away the water is not wide enough” ; “County Council are aware of the problem and size of
pipes in other villages” ; “County Council say it’s unlikely to cause flooding of property and
that recent work at the Village College hasn’t added to the problem”.

To paraphrase Scotty the engineer in Star Trek the cry is “the drains cannae take it Captain”.
That they can’t is blindingly obvious, as is the observation that it’s probably due to the size of
the pipe. Additionally, whatever County Council knows about other villages is irrelevant.

The contention that the drains are inadequate for “the type of rain we get nowadays” and
that we get a month's rainfall in one day is an interesting one. Having lived here for 18 years
and driven through the floods many times it’s not clear to me what time span “nowadays”
actually refers to. Having consulted the website of the Meteorological Office for East Anglia
I see no data to support the general statement about a month's worth of rain one day either.

The new work  at the Village College means that all buses will turn in at the area which
always floods. This will make trying to get past on the pavement without getting a soaking
even more interesting during a peak traffic period. It’s bad enough that nothing is done about
the flooding in this area, but fobbing off the people of Bottisham with platitudes and self-
evident statements is not the way forward.

The problem isn’t that “it’s not easily solved”. The problem is that Parish Council and the
District Councillors do nothing about it. Many of us have seen what effect Parish and District
Councillors have on local matters when they have a common interest. Having waited 18 years
for a playground it would be nice to see a different problem successfully addressed.

Yours Faithfully - Dr V Malinek

Dear Vlasta
Thank you for your letter which I have copied to our County Councillor Mathew Shuter.

You may want to make contact with him.  Anything to do with the roads is the responsibility
of the County Council.

Regarding a playground I am sure you are well aware that the Parish Council owns no land
in the village whatsoever so providing a playground is problematic.  It is however something
which we have continually looked into and I am sure you will have read in last month’s
Cresset that a questionnaire regarding play areas will be coming through your door next
month so please take the time to fill it in.  Parish Council have worked hard to make sure a
play area will be provided at the new development that will take place off Bell Road and are
looking into other options presently.

Kind regards - Claire Fullwood, Parish Clerk

To the Editor, (with response from the Parish Council)
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OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com
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•  We had 35 young readers who completed the summer reading challenge this year and
certificates were given out on 16th September. Congratulations to all the medallists.

•  We have ordered the Booker Prize list set of books and will also have some new books relating
to Halloween shortly. Richard and Judy books are on the shelves

•  We recently put out flyers to the new residents of Lysander Close and have been pleased to
welcome some new borrowers. 

•  Don’t forget our Christmas Card sale on Saturday 11th November. We shall also be having a
book sale on that day. Please support us in this venture.

•  We have set a date for our next quiz – it will be on Saturday 3rd February. Make sure you put
it in next years’ diary.

FINALLY WE ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE VOLUNTEERS.
It has been difficult over the school holidays because of our own holidays and illnesses to

maintain the rota. We have also lost Tom Sullivan who has been with us for several years and
who has returned to University. Thank you to him. SO PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN.

Sylvia Overton.

Bottisham Community Library Association

Whilst writing this monthly missive I suppose I have three objectives in mind:
a.   To keep our readership informed of the ongoing life-saving work that these amazing

people perform - day-in and night-out - about 200 missions per month!
b.   To thank so many generous people who support this ongoing priceless work
c.   To ask that this support continues
Whilst at Duxford recently, so many people said to me “we already support EAAA via your

Lottery” (some of them had won !) - but dropped coins into the bucket anyway.
When I meet people who, directly themselves or one their family, have benefitted from the ‘on-

site’ services of the clinical team I feel privileged to be a part of the support team.
Now, to further my fund-raising effort I would like to extend the financial support concept. To

help save the lives of future generations more people are thinking of how they leave bequests for
family and also to help charities such as East Anglian Air Ambulance. 

If you would like to read how you might ‘leave the gift of life’ when writing or adjusting your
will please contact EAAA for a copy of “Leaving the Gift of Life” booklet, or write to our Legacy
Officer at - info@eaaa.org.uk 

In many ways, we can all make a difference - it may be the immediacy of on-site treatment that
saves a life - your life ?    Michael White

East Anglian Air Ambulance

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 November. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH AT 
THE LEGION SOCIAL CLUB

The Royal British Legion Social Club, Bottisham & St. James’s,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD

Tel. 01223 812063   www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Line Dancing every Wednesday (except the first Wednesday in the month.)
Bingo every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

Member’s draw, Meat draw and Play you cards right every Friday
OPENING TIMES Mon-Thurs 5-11pm : Fri 5-12pm : Sat-11.45-12pm : Sun 12.-11pm

Don't Forget The Regular Activities For You To Join In and Enjoy
Darts / Pool / Snooker / Billiards / Cribbage / Dominoes / Bar billiards
Also Hall and Poppy Lounge room hire available for all your functions

********
4th November

Music and Dance with THE LEGIONNAIRES
********

11th November 8.00pm start
Race Night in aid of the Poppy appeal
Great fun night with a little flutter on the gee gees

********
18th November

Poppy Appeal Meal
A dinner in aid of the Poppy appeal

With Music from Jason, Roland and Victoria
£25 per head - Tickets and menu choices from the bar at the Club

********
24th December

Christmas Eve Disco
Free to members £5 Non Members

********
31st December

New Year’s Eve Hogmanay Disco Party
£5 Members £8 Non Members

Bottisham British Legion Social club wins CAMRA Club of the Year
Award! While also achieving and maintaining the Cask Marque
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Remembrance Sunday

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, BOTTISHAM BRANCH

REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE AND SERVICE 
SUNDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2017 at BOTTISHAM

The Bottisham Branch of the Royal British Legion will be holding its Remembrance Day
Parade and Service at Bottisham. The parade will assemble at 10.20am in the Legion Social
Club car park and progress to the church for the Remembrance Service to commence at
10.50am. Taking part will be contingents from the Bottisham Royal British Legion, Bottisham
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Guides and Beavers together with members of the Burwell
detachment of the Cambridgeshire ACF. We shall also be joined on this occasion by Sir James
Paice DL, Deputy Lieutenant for Cambridgeshire and his wife, Lady Ava.
Everyone is most welcome to join us for this occasion. 

THE 11TH HOUR of the 11TH DAY of the 11TH MONTH
SILENCE to remember the War Dead, including those from

recent conflicts. The Bottisham Royal British Legion will
assemble by the VILLAGE SIGN in Bottisham opposite Holy
Trinity Church at this time to remember and to pay tribute to those
who have lost their lives in the Service of our Country.

LEST WE FORGET, GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE
The Bottisham Royal British Legion will erect a small Garden of

Remembrance which will be situated by the Village Sign opposite
Holy Trinity Church.

Anyone who may wish to do so is invited to place a Poppy Cross. The Garden will be in
place from Monday 1st November until Monday 13th November. Poppy Crosses may be
obtained from any Poppy Seller or from the RBL Club in Bottisham.
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IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and Phone Number to
BottishamCresset@gmail.com. Together with name and address. (not for publication).
Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next months issue.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL

Electronic Keyboard Yamaha PSR 150, as new with box and manual. £50 811378
QualityTable - excellent condition extends to 7 ft £120 811378
Matching 4 chairs, plus 2 carvers - excellent condition £120 811378
Size 14-16 Miss Smith Original lined Blk. Woollen Coat, 

worn only once £40 811378
Zanussi chest freezer 94cm w x 62d x 87h      £10 812335
Cycle rack, metal, holds 5 cycles (fixes to floor or wall)    812335 £5 812335
Wheelbarrow free 812335
Table football 122cm x 61cm x 82cm high. £20 812335
Cabin bed with mattress and pullout desk. Good condition from 

Furniture village costing originally around £800. Supports up 
to 100kg weight. £99 07942 707504

Oak (dark) table and 6 chairs with matching sideboard.  
Excl. condition. £125 812469

Sales, Wants and Swaps

PARKING AT THE TRIANGLE
Why is our Parish Council so intent on despoiling the historic centre of our village for the sake

of an extra couple or so car park spaces?
Cutting down mature trees to cut out sufficient of the grass surface to form a layby (or two)

will turn the Triangle into an empty space surrounded by parked cars, which will result in higher
health and safety fears.

Extra parking around the Triangle will not alleviate the village centre problem. The spaces
will simply be filled and we will be back to where we are now and worsen as the years go by.

Apart from this, there is the additional indebtedness the PC will be taking, albeit at low
interest rates on Government  grants, which Parishioners will be paying off over untold years.

This will be on top of the monies already spent and to be spent on the planned cemetery, car
park and childrens’  playground on the National Trust 3.3 acres along Lode Road, which PC
hope to compulsorily purchase, again with Government grants at low interest rates.

Our great grandchildren will be paying for these ideas!
The PC are promising a “referendum” regarding childrens’ playgrounds.
I trust they will hold one concerning the Triangle and the Lode Road development. After they

have told us of the amount of monies involved.
Alfred Laister.

Dear Editor
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN
Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786
(Bottisham)

Mobile: 07767475987
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codge.com
info@codge.com
01449 675 548

Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing 
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching •
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs &
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners •
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are
givers and not takers of
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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BOTTISHAM WI
CENTENARY FETE 2018

BOTTISHAM WI WILL BE 
100 YEARS OLD IN 2018

To celebrate this auspicious occasion, we are planning to host a 

Community Fete 
on Saturday, 9th June 2018, 
on the Primary School Field. 

We would like to invite all organisations in the village to take part.
This is intended to be a fund raising/ profiling  event for the benefit

of  your own organisation. There will be no pitch fee and your
organisation will keep any funds which you raise. 

If  you would like a stall or pitch, then please would you e-mail me at
Theclarks.45tl@btinternet.com  or Jenn White at

MR&JW@btinternet.com
We will be holding a planning meeting in the New Year to co-

ordinate things and we would ask that a representative from your
organisation attends.

We really would like a big turn out, so please take this opportunity to
bring your club or society to the attention of  the village.
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 
jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 • MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised &
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s 
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com
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G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Kitchen fitting, all Carpentry,
Building works, Extensions

and Conversions

However big or small 

ianbray@hotmail.com
07412009901

Bray
Installations
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Notwithstanding the exploits of the dreaded FIFA for a moment, have you ever encountered an
organisation more incompetent and economical with the truth than the dear old English
Football Association?  You remember the racism and bullying allegations leveled at England
Women’s Football team manager Mark Sampson recently?  And The FA’s extraordinary pay-
off to his accuser despite Sampson being cleared of any wrongdoing by two separate
investigations?  After wriggling on the hook for a couple of weeks, The FA were finally
overcome by a wave of political correctness and sacked Sampson anyway.  The reason?  Well,
this is where the waters becomes a little muddy: supposedly for some “inappropriate and
unacceptable behaviour” in his previous role as manger of Bristol Academy – behaviour which
was not viewed at the time to be deserving of any action and not, apparently, serious enough
to bring to the attention of The FA at the time of Sampson’s England appointment!  There is
now talk of an unfair dismissal claim by Sampson, so watch out for news of
further shenanigans...

The England & Wales Cricket Board, the ECB (how long will it be before some Celtic
pressure group insists on the inclusion of a ‘W’ in that acronym?!), has also embarked on a
journey of political correctness over the Ben Stokes debacle, and is in danger of shooting itself
in the foot because, now, Stokes’ inclusion (or exclusion) on the forthcoming Ashes tour is very
much in the balance.  In a nutshell, Stokes whacked a thug who was attacking his mate with a
bottle. Yes, yes, I know he’s a public figure and a role model, etc, but if ever I am similarly
attacked, I would like to think I had a Ben Stokes alongside me, wouldn’t you?  The ECB, in
their wisdom, are simultaneously suspending him from playing until further notice, AND
renewing his central contract to continue playing for England!  You couldn’t make it up, eh!
The Australians must be rubbing their hands with glee at the thought of facing an England
without the services of arguably the world’s best all-rounder!

I must include a word about Peter Sagan, one of my favourite sportsmen and one who
transcends national or team loyalties. You may remember I have sung the praises of this cycling
prodigy previously but, in September, he became the first man in history to win three
successive World Championship Men's Road Race titles.  Now 27 years old, Sagan is entering
his prime as one of the sport’s greatest entertainers. He can climb, and time-trial AND sprint.
In fact, he out-sprinted out-and-out sprinters in the 267km World Championship race – winning
from Norwegian Alexander Kristoff by less than half a wheel’s length!  “Amazing!” declared
GB’s Ben Swift who finished a very creditable fifth.

From the sublime to the ridiculous... Who has heard of the Darwin Awards?  The idea is to
recognise the efforts of people who risk removing themselves from the human gene pool by
undertaking acts of extreme stupidity and danger, thus improving the human genome for
everyone else and resulting in stories of tragedy and hilarity in equal measure!  I would like to
propose Welsh hooker Scott Baldwin.  He wasn’t successful in completing his own demise on
this occasion but gave it his best shot by petting a lion in a game park whilst on tour in
Bloemfontein with his Ospreys team. He luckily escaped with stitches and missed the

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.
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subsequent Guinness Pro14 Ospreys’ match versus the Cheetahs, but there cannot be many
ways of missing a game that are more idiotic than this, surely! 

At the time of writing, your local troop of Bottisham England fans has just returned from an
excursion to the Baltic. We visited two charming countries, shaking off their shackles of
occupation and oppression, full of friendly, hospitable people making a go of their
independence as relatively new members of the European Union.  Having purchased tickets for
the big game in the Tourist Information office in the beautiful city of Riga, we braved the foul
weather to join a crowd of some 4,000 watching the World Cup qualifier between Latvia and
Andorra.  The match was not a high quality affair but both teams did their best to minimise the
number of mistakes in the slippery conditions and punt the ball forward to their respective
attacks.  Latvia - spurred on by the dozen or so hard core fans singing behind the goal - emerged
4-0 winners but, alas, it was too late for either side to qualify for Russia 2018 because Portugal
and Switzerland had already run away with the top two spots in their group.

Naturally we had arrived a few days early to take in the Lithuania v England match too, but,
although England triumphed by virtue of a Harry Kane penalty, the performance was a carbon
copy of the dull, laboured, prosaic, sterile showing against Slovenia at Wembley three days
before, and was hardly worth the effort of describing it.  Ah well, at least we qualified...  now
we just have to work out how to visit Russia next year and come back alive and well!

TTFN Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

The football club continues to grow in popularity. Last season saw the under 16 girls finish their
football careers with Bottisham by winning their league. The under 16 boys not to be outdone
also won their league and for the first time in my memory we have a side playing in the league
at under 17.

Saturday morning football continues with sides from under 6 all the way to under 12 a
mixture of boys and girls all enjoying their football.

Hopefully by the time you are reading this the kiosk at the pavilion by the football pitches
will be serving bacon rolls and teas and coffees from 9.45 to 11.30 at very reasonable prices.

Saturday morning games are struggling to find referees so if you fancy a challenge then you
could earn £10 per game. You only need to be over 14 and no upper age level applies at this
standard of football. There are courses run by Cambs. F.A., that once completed the football
club will reimburse you and provide a half time drink. Anyone interested in helping with
refereeing please contact me.  

Jim Tideswell - 07886 356831

Bottisham Youth Football

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 November.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your  irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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Rebecca Golding
now has her new salon

in Burwell
Tues 30 Years’ 

9.30am-8pm Experience
Thurs All aspects of 

9.30am-8pm Hairdressing

Tel. 07742 997474
Free Parking at
67 Silver Street 

Burwell, CB25 0EF
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A communal imbalance!
Often JOW articles prompt responses sometimes in writing but mostly during

conversations with people I meet. I received two letters last month, one from a reader who
lives in London and one from a local reader, plus a number of other comments, all
concerning local issues. More often than not I’ve found that people’s angsts can easily be
resolved if we were all to be a little more thoughtful and considerate rather than adopt what
I refer to as a ‘ME’ philosophy.

As we all know, Bottisham has undergone significant growth over the past twenty years
or so which has witnessed many young families setting up home in the village and has also
seen our two ‘Care Homes’ develop to provide for those of mature years. Therefore with an
expanding village comes pressure on existing amenities and infrastructure and a demand for
better and new amenities. But those new to the village may not know that, despite many
appeals to local landowners, Bottisham - unlike many villages - is not blessed with land that
can be used to improve the village’s infrastructure or to correct the scarcity of social and
recreational facilities. We therefore have to make the best of the very little we have and thus
always look at every opportunity that comes along that could be applied to meet our hopes
and desires...

The shortfall in village amenities and infrastructure is constantly being made known to
those who have the capacity and influence to remedy these things whether it is the provision
of communal land, long term planning or in every day planning decisions. But as it will be
pointed out to you, none of the issues plaguing Bottisham are recognised nor acknowledged
as being ‘planning considerations’. The fact that our local schools are oversubscribed is not
a planning consideration. The extra traffic generated by the expansion of schools and
housing is not a planning consideration. The fact that the local infrastructure is creaking at
the seams and cannot cope is not a planning consideration. Not having enough open space
and play facilities is not a planning consideration. Instead these matters and more are often
escalated to others to resolve, with little or no acknowledgement nor importance given to the
deficit in amenities, loss of social cohesion or the general well-being of the community. And
all this in pursuance of the drivers needed to deliver undifferentiated centrally mandated
targets. Meanwhile we all plod along trying to put a brave and tolerant face on the gradual
decline of a once close knit rural parish. With all these pressures festering away is it
surprising then that something has finally snapped!

And so it is that after ceaseless expansion of communities within a community, over
which none of us has had any control (with possibly yet more to come) our once small
charming village has become the victim of a phenomenon I would describe as a ‘communal
imbalance’. But as I see it the indicators of this communal imbalance are triggering some
sections of the community, probably without realisation, to become rather narcissistic. I
would however like to single out one particular group of local society and that is those
‘numbskulls’ - male and female (oops, am I allowed to use gender specifics!!) - that, despite
the speed and school warning signs, habitually ‘hammer it’ through the village. These
individuals are all probably the same ‘puffed-up’ beings that have ‘special privileges’ to park

Jolley Old World

(Jolley Old World continued on page 55)
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JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
CB25 0LS
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(Jolley Old World continued from page 53)

A small international school in Fulbourn, South of Cambridge, 
welcoming pupils aged from 4 to 16  years.

We have experienced and enthusiastic teachers delivering a broad and engaging
curriculum to small classes of pupils from Britain and beyond.  We offer excellent

pastoral care and are non-selective academically. Transport via school minibuses from
central Cambridge and surrounding villages. 

To arrange a visit, please call:
Mary Greer on 01223 755100/07400 584015

or email mary.greer@landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk
www.landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk

Landmark International School is a registered charity.

dangerously and illegally on bends, opposite junctions, on pavements and outside the shops
and schools.

So what is the answer if indeed there is one? Well far be it for me to tell others how to
conduct their lives but the way I see it; we all have a duty to take responsibility for what we do
and what we see, we all have a duty and responsibility to be considerate toward others and we
all have a duty to act responsibly. But above everything else we all - every one of us - has a
duty and a responsibility to play our part in getting this communal imbalance put right... 

TJ
“Extreme remedies are very appropriate for extreme diseases.”

- Hippocrates.

• Local Charities can offer support to people with a minimum of two years residence in the village
• If you receive additional state benefits for pensions, housing or disability you may be

eligible for help with household bills
• If you are starting a course of Higher Education you can apply for help with buying text books
• If you are starting an Apprenticeship you can apply for help with buying tools and equipment
We are pleased to have received a number of applications from students and apprentices this

year and would be delighted to consider others.
The Giles Bream quarterly pension scheme currently has two vacancies for widows or

widowers with seven years’ residence in Bottisham. 
For further information or an application form e-mail the Clerk coralhatley@gmail.com or

telephone 811457

Bottisham Local Charities Trustees
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The cost is £12 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are
welcome to bring along your own refreshments.   There is ample parking on
site. For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks,
01638 741159or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main Hall at
Bottisham Village College.We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American
and popular Sequence dancing.

Dates: November 11th
and December 9th (Black Tie optional).

Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm.
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REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including
PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •

Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions
(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**



59



60

 

HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA
Telephone: Newmarker 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com
Gas Safe Registered
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm
Wednesday 10-11.30am
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 6-8pm
Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHAIR 
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PARISH COUNCILLORS
MIKE BACON 5 Peacock Drive 813573
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Close 812499
LINO DI LORENZO 15 Peacock Drive 813420
NICK JERMAN 52 High Street 813044
TONY JOLLEY 141 High Street 812911
ROMAN MACZKIEWICZ 12 Peacock Drive 811561
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN 3 Woodward Drive  07486 372780
CLAIRE WALTON 20 Peacock Drive 811179

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
ALAN SHARP 11 High Street, Stetchworth  01638 507485
DAVID CHAPLIN Tunbridge Hall, 

60 Tunbridge Lane 07710 105666

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings, 01638 508729

High St, Brinkley

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive 07914 219732
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website:.................................................................................. WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558
Bottisham Surgery:..............................................................................................................................................................

Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111

Bottisham Library:............................................................................................................................ 812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ:................................................................................................... 01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police:................ (NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999

Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station..Contact through 101 
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Tricia McLaughlin...........................................811072
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary.......................................................................... 811049
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School:......................................................................................... 811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Martin Wilson................................................................................07768 031979

Chairman: Will Allen.................................................................... 07801 580604
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457
Bottisham Pharmacy:........................................................................................................................ 812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley.................................................. 812063

Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones..................................................................... 813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker................................................................................ 812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250

Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Jim Tideswell............................................................................... 812591
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices:.................................................................................. 01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Alan Sharp, 11 High St, Stetchworth  ......................01638 507485

David Chaplin, Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk........ 01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant.................................................................................... 811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood................................................................................. 07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre:.............................................................................................................. 811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 

Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA...............................................................................
E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk:................................................................... 0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET Editor: ............................................................................................. email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole................................................................................................................................ 812573
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com .................................................. 01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






